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1. The political and economic situation of the Maltese islands between the late Middle Ages and the second half of the 
20
th
 century, although mainly influenced by external forces, had a demonstrable impact on the evolution of 
domestic space in the native dwellings and settlements.  
 
2. The changes in domestic space that occurred in the Maltese houses during the period under study were more 
evident in the elite houses (in towns and villages) than in the peasant and urban poor dwellings, which remained 
tied to the vernacular idiom for many centuries. 
 
3. Rather than being a static place of architectural history, the Maltese houses (from the palazzi and townhouses to the 
farmhouses, hovels and cave-dwellings) are a vibrant place of social and economic activity, each of which 
expresses a unique identity and household culture. 
 
4. The domestic space of the elite houses permitted gender, class segregation and privacy, unlike the peasant and 
urban poor houses which, due to their restricted space, allowed more mixing of gender in work and leisure, where 
different activities can take place synchronically. 
 
5. An inclusive study of domestic space requires meticulous fieldwork in all settled areas of the Maltese islands. This 
is to avoid spatial biases affecting the data set, while assuring that domestic space evolution can be understood 
within its specific geographic and historical setting.  
 
6. Literary sources, notarial records, travelogues and the national censuses are essential for the study of Maltese 
settlement structure. At the scale of the Maltese house these sources significantly contribute to a deeper 
understanding of domestic space and its capacity to respond to and express status and gender. These sources also 
shed light on related aspects, including religious beliefs, dining fashions, furniture and personal hygiene, as well as 
personal adornment (costumes and jewellery). While each strand of information contributes to specific aspects of 
knowledge, only when combined they complement, confirm or even refute each other, and only then they allow us 
to achieve a comprehensive understanding of lived space. 
 
7. The value of the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Cabrei of the Order of St. John for the study of Maltese 
houses cannot be emphasised enough. These records provide an insight as to how certain rural settlements, which 
no longer exist today, were planned and organised. Furthermore, the specific value of the Cabrei for this project lies 
in the detailed information they contain on the internal spatial layout of those houses which, due to various reasons, 
have not survived. 
 
8. Quantitative spatial analysis requires large data sets to achieve statistical validity, therefore ‘big data’ is often 
considered to be good data! The limited sample set of Maltese houses available for this study, although not fully in 
compliance with statistical requirements, nevertheless yielded countless valuable insights obtained through methods 
of formal spatial analysis (Space Syntax). The knowledge gained therefore fully justifies and merits the method.  
 
9. Travelling abroad allows one to appreciate and study different types of traditional settlements and houses and to 
compare them with examples from the Maltese islands.  
 
10. Knowing house history can bring one to offering advice on how to best conserve houses and possibly bring them to 
their original state when restoration projects are being planned. 
 
11. A thesis on one subject can lead to developing new skills relevant to a very different field, including the author’s 
professional career in education management and leadership. 
 
12. To safeguard a country’s built heritage for posterity, it is important that national legislation is not only enforced, but 
also explained to the people in simple language that they can understand. It is also crucial that children are 
sensitized about the priceless value of Malta’s architectural heritage from a young age. Training and continuous 
professional development (CPD) for architects and town-planners to upgrade their knowledge and skills in 
settlement and house planning are essential. 
